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SUMMARY

Light and Shade of Hikimado: The Examination of
the Historical Transition of the Interpretation of “Yawatanosato Hikimado”
Hidetoshi TADA

The eighth act of “Futatsu Chouchou Kuruwa Nikki™ is entitled
“Yawatanosato Hikimado.” In this act, the opening and closing of the hikimado,
which is the slide-to-open ceiling window that brings light into the room, plays
an important role in the act. In short, psychological conflict associated with
duty and sentiment among characters such as the mother, child and stepchild
is artfully expressed by the light and shade created through the operation of
the window. In other words, the window reflects the essence of the act.

A stage review written in 1928 described the main theme of the act, the
psychological conflict associated with duty and sentiment, as having a close
relationship to the light and shade created by the opening and closing of the
window. The theme could not be fully comprehended without an
understanding of the window’s role. Tsurusawa-seiroku III, who was a
shamisen player and accompanied Gidayu master Toyotake
Yamashironoshoujyou as a life-time performance partner, wrote a tutorial text
on Bunraku. He described the importance of the role of the windows operation
in understanding the theme of the act. His interpretation aligned with another
discourse written by a Bunraku master in the Meiji Period, 1868-1911.

However, Bunraku masters in the Late Showa Period, 1960-1988,
while performing the act aiming to show psychological conflict among
characters, did not have this interpretation of the window. Discourses
about these acts from this time seldom mention the light and shade
created through the operation of the window as an interpretation of the
conflict. For the masters, the opening and closing of the window was
unessential in describing the theme of the act. This new opinion of the
window was developed in the Early Showa Period, 1926-1959, due to
Yamashironoshoujyou's superior acting abilities which reduced the need
for expressing conflict through the window.
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