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VOLUME ONE. NO.4
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A WORD ON PUPPETS - -« - - ARTHUR SYMONS.

After seeing a ballet, a farce, and the fragmant of an opera
performed by the marionettes at Costanzi Theatre in Rome | am
inclined to ask myself why we require the intervention of any
less perfect medium between the meaning of a piece, as the
author conceived it, and that other meaning which it derives from
our receptin of it.

The living actor, even when he condescends to subordinate him-
self to the requirement of pantomine, has always what he is proud
to call his temperment; in other words, so much personal caprice
waich for the most part means wiifal misunderstanding; and in
seeing his acting you have to consider this intrusive little per=
sonality of his as well as the author's.

The maronette may be relied upon. He will respond to an in=
dication without reserve or revolt; an error on his part (we are
all human) will certainly be the fault of the author; he can be
trained of perfection - - . Above all, for we need it above all,
let the marionettes remind us that the art of the theatre should
be beautiful first, and then indeed what you will afterward.
Cesture on the stage is the equivalent of rhythm in verse, and
it can convey, as a perfect rhythm should, not a little of the inner
meaning of words, a meaning perhaps more latent in things. In
our marioneties, then, we get personified gesture and the gest-
ure like all other forms of emotion, generalised. The appeal in
what seems to you these children manoeuvres is to a finer, be-
cause to a more intimately poetic, sense of things than the merel
ralionalist'c appeal of very modern plays. If at times we laug
it is with wono’gr at seeing humanity so gay, heroic and untiring.
There is the remantic suggestion of magic in this beauty.

Extracts from the “ Apology for Puppets ”
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“Triumphant Punch? with joy I Follow thee
Through the glad Progress of thy wanton course”
——T.ord Byron
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“Ainsi font font font
Tes petites marionettes
Ellis font font

Trois petits tours et puis sen vont”
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