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VOLUME ONE. NO. 3
EDITER, J. NAN- E

“The Marionette and The Actor.” by J. W . F. Werumeus Buning.

A comparison between the marionette and the actor becomes
unjust if what one hopes to seein good marrionettes is opposed
to what one regrets to see in inferior actors and yet this com=
parison threatens to be the first resort, not because there is a
preponderance of good marionettes but because there are a
great many inferior actors and because the marionette is rela-
tively known too little and the actor too well ; above all because
the marionetie in itself, as a dramatic instrument, must to a
certain clegree be useful before it can function—for instance,
in raising its arms-whille the actor may in himself be personally
useless and may yet fuifil these functions; in other words, be-
cause the marionette is in this movement a perfect entity lend-
ing itself to its purpose, while the actor lends himself "as an
actor but possibiy not at ali asa membzr of the human species.

An incomplete marionette can never be a marionette; an incomplete
human being can be an actor. The marionette has, intrinsically
a certain mechanical perfection; the actor has, intrinsically, a
certain human imperfection.  This does not merely apply to all
resistance of gravitation, muscles, weariness, thoughts, vanities,
habits, feslings of the actor—his entire personality which stands
between him and his audience—it goes deeper.

The marionette is made by man with object. As a marionette its
object is 1o move in obedience to the will which moves it for a
specific performance. In this it is a perfect entity and does
not know itself. it is moved — it is made to act.

Man s ; the gods are; no man knows for certain for what purpose.
As an actor his object is to move in obedience to a will which
moves him for a specific performance. In this he is seldom an
entity and of even that he is frequently unaware. As an actor
he endeavours to move in accordance with what he believes to be
the will cf the producer of the performance. He acts......
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