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in the intricate manipulation of female dolls.

Yamashiro is 78 years old and Bungoro Yoshida is 88 years old.
Among the Taius, Tsunadaiu Takemoto is young and able. His
llyear - old son, Tsunako Daiu, started his career as a member of
the puppet show the year before last.

Master player, Shojo Yamashiro and Bungoro Yoshida are aged
players and unless their celebrated techniques are mastered by
equally able successors, the future of the Japanese puppet show
may gradually deteriorate.

On the stage, both Taiu and Samisen players are placed on the
right side. The doll-players play their dolls with the lower part
of their body covered by the stage. The purpose is to draw the
audience’s attention only on the dolls. The doll-players wear black
hoods, which cover their faces. The three doll-players act like
the shadow of the doll.

We can see the symbolism of this art in that these three
doll-players become vietims of their doll and manipulate it as its

shadow.

You have been listening to a talk prepared by Mr. Shutaro
Miyake on the puppet-show of Bunraku.
This is Radio Japan.



and background, it may be likened to the Shakespearean Theatre
of Britain. Even today, the tradition of 200 years is well preser-
ved through the combined efforts of devoted performers, - the
veteran Taius and Samisen and Doll-players.

And amazing, indeed, is the rigid training which the perfor-
mers of puppet shows must undergo.

Unless they go through hard training for more then 30 to 40
years, they cannot become full-fledged players. Their training
is a kind of Spartan education. Unless they work hard patiently
from early in the morning till late in the night, with poor
compensation, it is almost impossible for them to obtain profess-
ional level of skilled performers.

And despite the hard training and poverty they have to endure,
the players of the Japanese puppet-show are the least blessed
among all those engaged in Japan’s show business, including the
Kabuki players.

In view of these circumstances, there have been almost no
apprentices wishing to enter in the footsteps of this traditional
art. As a result of this development, Japanese Education Ministry,
for the first time in 1943, effected a five-year subsidy program
to provide for the training of young players of the puppet show.

The motive behind such a step was the comment made by a
former French Ambassador to Japan, Mr. Claudel, who said some 20
years ago that the Japanese Ningyo Joruri was the world’s best
puppet show- a stage art of symbolism; reflecting high artistry
and finesse, as well as deep originality.

Active in today's Bunrakuza Theatre are such top-level Taiu
as Yamashiro Shojo distinguished Samisen player Seiroku Tsuru-
sawa, and the master doll-player Bungoro Yoshida who specializes



subjects as well as sketches and dramas of social life.

Then, a genius appeared to read the celebrated seripts of
Chikamatsu. He was Gidaiu Takemoto who established a theatre
named ‘Takemotoza’ for the puppet-show in Osaka more than 270
years ago. ‘

Able writers arose from among the followers of Chikamatsu
and many able Taiu’s emerged in succession from among the
followers of Gidaiu.

In January of this year, new theatre was built at Doutonbori
in Osaka, named ‘Bunrakuza’ which is used exclusively for puppet-
shows. This is the only puppet theatre remaining in Japan today.
Although of small ecapacity, seating a little over 1000, it is
an attractive theatre, ideally constructed for performances of
puppet-shows.

The ideal effect of the puppet-show can hardly be experienced
in a large modern theatre of over 1,500 seats. For those who
wish to appreciate the true spirit of this classic art, the new
Bunrakuza Theatre of Osaka is the only ideal theatre in Japan.

The highly advanced precision structure of the doll was
originated by a master doll-player, Bunzaburo Yoshida, who
perfected the present form of highly advanced dolls about 200
years ago.

Thus, the puppet-show named ‘Ningyo Joruri’ was perfected
as it is seen today some 300 to 200 years ago through the eoopera-
tion of three geniuses; seript writer Monzaemon Chikamatsu who
is often referred to as the Shakespeare of Japan; Taiu Gidaiu
Takemoto and Doll-player Bunzaburo Yoshida.

Although it has had uphill and downhill periods, the Bunrakuza
Theatre has continued its existence up to today. From its history



wood and its eyes, brows and mouth can move. Its hands have
joints and move like human hands. Female dolls have no legs,
but the legs of male dolls move with more or less similar flexibility.

All in all, the dolls of the Japanese puppet-show are structurily
similar to children of about eleven to twelve years of age and
they are rather heavy. Therefore, it is quite a job to manipulate
them on the stage. Three doll-players manipulate a doll in
perfect unison, and each of them has his own separate task to
perform.

The leader who is the best skilled handles the body and the
right-hand portion of the doll; the second one handles the left-
hand portion, and the .youngest assistant handles the legs.

In this way, these three manipulators govern the actions of
a single doll in perfect unison. This means that two dolls on
the stage at the same time require six doll-players; and three
dolls require nine players, and so on.

Thus, a unit in the orthodox puppet-play of Japan consists
of the Taiu, or the script-reader, and one Samisen player, one
doll and three doll-players. The true name of this puppet-show
is ‘Ningyo Joruri’.

Naturally, there are other doll plays, but they are more
or less crude and somewhat resemble marionettes.

The orthodox puppet-show of Japan is the beforementioned
‘Ningyo Joruri’, which is made up of the three parties, that is,
Taiu, Samisen players and the doll-players. It has a long tradition
and background and has survived great hardships and difficulties.

As to the seripts of these doll plays, 300 years ago, the
first master writer was Monzaemon Chikamatsu, who played an
active role in writing distinguished seripts on historical



Puppet Show of Bunraku

Radio Japan will present a talk prepared by Mr. Shutaro
Miyake, entitled ‘“Puppet Show of Bunraku”. Here is the
English translation.

“The Japanese puppet-show of the Bunraku Theatre in Osaka
boasts a history of some 400 years. Inseparable with this puppet-
show is the music named ‘Gidaiu’ or ‘Joruri’ which accompanies
it. Gidaiu explains the story, action, and psychology of the
puppets on the stage. The dolls are the players and the music
‘Gidaiu’, correspondents to the seript.

The 400 years old Gidaiu is, as it were, the origin of traditional
Japanese music.

It 1s music for the ‘Samisen’, or the three-stringed musical
instrument which looks like a violin. Expert Samisen players
can express joy, anger, sorrow and all the other human emotions
by a single Samisen.

Those who read the text, which correspondents to the seript
of a play, are called ‘Taiu’. They read the text in concert with
the Samisen players. ‘Gidaiu’ is played as a complete art on the
stage by the combination of Taiu and the Samisen player.

Unlike marionettes or the smaller dolls which move their
hands only, the dolls used in Japanese puppet-shows are large
and have structural precision similar to the human body.

The male dolls measure over one meter, and the female dolls
are slightly smaller.

The head portion of the doll called ‘Kashira’ is made of
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